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warlike intentions in the official Correspondence de Berlin of
14 April, he once more reviewed the position in the light of
recent events. Although the people wanted peace, and the army
was not eager for war, the semi-official press had created a feeling
that French and ultramontane intrigues would end in such a
dangerous situation that one more struggle would be necessary
before Germany could "settle down to the undisputed enjoyment
of her unity and independence" . . . and that this impression was
to be maintained by even more energetic measures of defence,
Moltke was said to believe that the French would be ready in
1877, and that Germany would be invaded through Belgium.1
Bulow told Lord Odo that the German military authorities were
convinced that the French army law meant that a war of revenge
was being actively prepared, that Italian sympathies were more
French than German, for clerical influence was increasing in
both countries. War was not immediately threatened, he said,
and Bismarck placed great hopes on England's peaceful influence
before France was actually ready.

Lord Odo Russell then reported the interview between the
Emperor and Polignac as a further example of his desire to end
his days in peace. The Emperor, he said, was "sincerely annoyed
by the sensational tone of the press, the almost entire manage-
ment of which he does not suspect to be in the hands of his
Chancellor/' He thought the press would now be instructed to
adopt a more conciliatory tone.2 This tone was reflected in the
German reply to the Belgian note, which had been left un-
answered since 26 February. Regretting that Belgium could not
see her way to amending her criminal law, and sympathizing
with her difficulties, Bismarck hoped she would appreciate that
this was an unsatisfactory state of affairs, and that she would
eventually be able to rectify it. He pointed out that states were
now linked together in a very delicate manner, and it was neces-
sary that one country should not menace another by the activities
of its subjects, particularly in the case of states of guaranteed
neutrality.3
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'*. , . Someone having observed to him that the French must go mad before they
can think of attacking Germany again, Count Moltke replied: *True, but who
can guarantee that the French will not go mad?' "
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